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Regular Session, 1999

HOUSE BILL NO. 1631

BY REPRESENTATIVES PERKINS AND JENKINS

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 9:224(C)(introductory paragraph), 273(A)(1) and

(2), and 275(B)(1) and (C)(1)(a) and (b)(i) and (ii) and to enact R.S.

9:224(E), 273.1, and 275.1, relative to covenant marriages; to provide

relative to information requirements; to provide relative to contents of

declarations of intent; to provide forms for the recitation and affidavit

of the parties and the attestation of the counselor; and to provide for

related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1.  R.S. 9:224(C)(introductory paragraph), 273(A)(1) and (2),

and 275(B)(1) and (C)(1)(a) and (b)(i) and (ii) are hereby amended and

reenacted and R.S. 9:224(E), 273.1, and 275.1 are hereby enacted to read as

follows:

§224.  Same; information required

*          *          *

C.  In cases wherein the parties intend to contract a covenant

marriage, the application for a marriage license must also include the

following statement completed by at least one of the two parties:

*          *          *
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E.  The failure of the application to contain the signatures of

both parties shall not affect the validity of the covenant marriage if the

declaration of intent and accompanying affidavit have been signed by

the parties.

§273.  Covenant marriage; contents of declaration of intent

A.  A declaration of intent to contract a covenant marriage shall

contain all of the following:

(1)  A recitation signed by the both parties to the following

effect:

"A COVENANT MARRIAGE

We do solemnly declare that marriage is a covenant between a

man and a woman who agree to live together as husband and wife for

so long as they both may live.  We have chosen each other carefully

and disclosed to one another everything which could adversely affect

the decision to enter into this marriage.  We have received premarital

counseling on the nature, purposes, and responsibilities of marriage.

We have read the Covenant Marriage Act, and we understand that a

Covenant Marriage is for life.  If we experience marital difficulties, we

commit ourselves to take all reasonable efforts to preserve our

marriage, including marital counseling.

With full knowledge of what this commitment means, we do

hereby declare that our marriage will be bound by Louisiana law on

Covenant Marriages and we promise to love, honor, and care for one

another as husband and wife for the rest of our lives."
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(2)(a)  An affidavit by the parties attesting they have received

premarital counseling from a priest, minister, rabbi, clerk of the

Religious Society of Friends, any clergyman of any religious sect, or a

professional marriage counselor, which counseling shall include a

discussion of the seriousness of covenant marriage, communication of

the fact that a covenant marriage is a commitment for life, a discussion

of the obligation to seek marital counseling in times of marital

difficulties, and a discussion of the exclusive grounds for legally

terminating a covenant marriage by divorce or by divorce after a

judgment of separation from bed and board. that they have received and

read the informational pamphlet developed and promulgated by the

office of the attorney general entitled "Covenant Marriage Act" which

provides a full explanation of the terms and conditions of a covenant

marriage.

(b)  An attestation, signed by the counselor and attached to or

included in the parties' affidavit, confirming that the parties were

counseled as to the nature and purpose of the marriage. and the grounds

for termination thereof and acknowledging that the counselor provided

to the parties the informational pamphlet developed and promulgated

by the office of the attorney general, which pamphlet entitled

"Covenant Marriage Act" provides a full explanation of the terms and

conditions of a covenant marriage.

*          *          *

§273.1.  Declaration of intent; form

A.  The following is suggested as a form for the recitation which

may be used by the couple:
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"DECLARATION OF INTENT

We do solemnly declare that marriage is a covenant between a

man and a woman who agree to live together as husband and wife for

so long as they both may live.  We have chosen each other carefully

and disclosed to one another everything which could adversely affect

the decision to enter this marriage.  We have received premarital

counseling on the nature, purposes, and responsibilities of marriage.

We have read the Covenant Marriage Act, and we understand that a

Covenant Marriage is for life.  If we experience marital difficulties, we

commit ourselves to take all reasonable efforts to preserve our

marriage, including marital counseling.

With full knowledge of what this commitment means, we do

hereby declare that our marriage will be bound by Louisiana law on

Covenant Marriages and we promise to love, honor, and care for one

another as husband and wife for the rest of our lives."

B.  The following is the suggested form of the affidavit which

may be used by the parties, notary, and counselor:

STATE OF LOUISIANA

PARISH OF                    

BE IT KNOWN THAT on this     day of            ,        , before

me the undersigned notary, personally came and appeared:

                                                                                    
(Insert names of the prospective spouses)

who after being duly sworn by me, Notary, deposed and stated that:

Affiants acknowledge that they have received premarital

counseling from a priest, minister, rabbi, clerk of the Religious Society
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of Friends, any clergyman of any religious sect, or a professional

marriage counselor, which marriage counseling included:

A discussion of the seriousness of Covenant Marriage;

Communication of the fact that a Covenant Marriage is a

commitment for life;

The obligation of a Covenant Marriage to take reasonable efforts

to preserve the marriage if marital difficulties arise, and

That the affiants both read the pamphlet entitled "The Covenant

Marriage Act" developed and promulgated by the office of the attorney

general, which provides a full explanation of a Covenant Marriage,

including the obligation to seek marital counseling in times of marital

difficulties and the exclusive grounds for legally terminating a

Covenant Marriage by divorce or divorce after a judgment of separation

from bed or board.

                                                
(Name of prospective spouse)

                                                
(Name of prospective spouse)

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME THIS DAY

OF                            ,              .

________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC

ATTESTATION

The undersigned does hereby attest that the affiants did receive

counseling from me as to the nature and purpose of marriage, which

included a discussion of the seriousness of Covenant Marriage,

communication of the fact that a Covenant Marriage is for life, and the
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obligation of a Covenant Marriage to take reasonable efforts to preserve

the marriage if marital difficulties arise.

_______________________________
Counselor

*          *          *

§275.  Covenant marriage; applicability to already married couples

*          *          *

B.(1)  This declaration of intent in the form and containing the

contents required by Subsection C of this Section must be presented to

the officer who issued the couple's marriage license and with whom the

couple's marriage certificate is filed.  If the couple was married outside

of this state, a copy of the foreign marriage certificate, which need not

be certified, with the declaration of intent attached thereto, shall be

filed with the officer who issues marriage licenses in the parish in

which the couple is domiciled.  The officer shall make a notation on the

marriage certificate of the declaration of intent of a covenant marriage

and attach a copy of the declaration to the certificate.

*          *          *

C.(1)  A declaration of intent to designate a marriage as a

covenant marriage shall contain all of the following:

(a)  A recitation signed by the both parties to the following

effect:

"A COVENANT MARRIAGE

We do solemnly declare that marriage is a covenant between a

man and a woman who agree to live together as husband and wife for

so long as they both may live.  We understand the nature, purpose, and

responsibilities of marriage.  We have read the Covenant Marriage Act,
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and we understand that a Covenant Marriage is for life.  If we

experience marital difficulties, we commit ourselves to take all

reasonable efforts to preserve our marriage, including marital

counseling.

With full knowledge of what this commitment means, we do

hereby declare that our marriage will be bound by Louisiana law on

Covenant Marriage, and we renew our promise to love, honor, and care

for one another as husband and wife for the rest of our lives."

(b)(i)  An affidavit by the parties that they have discussed their

intent to designate their marriage as a covenant marriage with a priest,

minister, rabbi, clerk of the Religious Society of Friends, any

clergyman of any religious sect, or a professional marriage counselor,

which included a discussion of the obligation to seek marital counseling

in times of marital difficulties and the exclusive grounds for legally

terminating a covenant marriage by divorce or by divorce after a

judgment of separation from bed and board. that they have received and

read the informational pamphlet developed and promulgated by the

office of the attorney general entitled "Covenant Marriage Act" which

provides a full explanation of the terms and conditions of a Covenant

Marriage.

(ii)  An attestation, signed by the counselor confirming that the

parties were counseled as to the nature and purpose of the marriage.

and attached to the parties' affidavit, acknowledging that the counselor

provided to the parties the information pamphlet developed and

promulgated by the office of the attorney general, which pamphlet
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entitled "Covenant Marriage Act" provides a full explanation of the

terms and conditions of a covenant marriage.

*          *          *

§275.1.  Declaration of intent; married couples; form

A.  The following is suggested as a form for the recitation which

may be used by the couple:

"DECLARATION OF INTENT

We do solemnly declare that marriage is a covenant between a

man and a woman who agree to live together as husband and wife for

so long as they both may live.  We understand the nature, purpose, and

responsibilities of marriage.  We have read the Covenant Marriage Act,

and we understand that a Covenant Marriage is for life.  If we

experience marital difficulties, we commit ourselves to take reasonable

efforts to preserve our marriage, including marital counseling.

With full knowledge of what this commitment means, we do

hereby declare that our marriage will be bound by Louisiana law on

Covenant Marriage, and we renew our promise to love, honor, and care

for one another as husband and wife for the rest of our lives."

B.  The following is the suggested form of the affidavit which

may be used by the parties, notary, and counselor:

STATE OF LOUISIANA

PARISH OF                              

BE IT KNOWN THAT on this     day of           ,         , before

me the undersigned notary, personally came and appeared:

                                                                 
(Insert names of spouses)

who after being sworn by me, Notary, deposed and stated that:
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Affiants acknowledge that they have received counseling from

a priest, minister, rabbi, clerk of the Religious Society of Friends, any

clergyman of any religious sect, or a professional marriage counselor,

which counseling included:

A discussion of the seriousness of Covenant Marriage;

Communication of the fact that a Covenant Marriage is a

commitment for life;

The obligation of a Covenant Marriage to take reasonable efforts

to preserve the marriage if marital difficulties arise, and

That the affiants both read the pamphlet entitled "The Covenant

Marriage Act" developed and promulgated by the office of the attorney

general, which provides a full explanation of a Covenant Marriage,

including the obligation to seek marital counseling in times of marital

difficulties and the exclusive grounds for legally terminating a

Covenant Marriage by divorce or divorce after a judgment of separation

from bed or board.

                                                
(Name of Spouse)

                                                
(Name of Spouse)

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME THIS DAY

OF                            ,            .

__________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC

ATTESTATION

The undersigned does hereby attest that the affiants did receive

counseling from me as to the nature and purpose of marriage, which

included a discussion of the seriousness of Covenant Marriage,
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communication of the fact that a Covenant Marriage is for life, and the

obligation of a Covenant Marriage to take reasonable efforts to preserve

the marriage if marital difficulties arise.

________________________
Counselor

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:  


